Recognition of basic cell types and criteria of malignancy.
In-house examination of cytologic preparations can yield timely information and be done with minimal equipment. This article describes the features that allow for recognition of the basic cell types encountered on cytologic smears. General cellular features suggestive of malignancy are covered as well as some common potential pitfalls in their application. These basic concepts can be applied to samples from each of the specific anatomic locations covered in subsequent articles in this issue.